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Mayor and Health Commissioner Honor Four Baltimore Adults and Eight Youths As “Baltimorphosis Changemakers” 
Against Youth Violence
BALTIMORE, MD (March 25, 2015) – Today as part of National Youth Violence Prevention Week, Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake and Health Commissioner Leana Wen, M.D. recognized the accomplishments of 12 city residents who are “changemakers” in the community by presenting them with a 2015 Baltimorphosis Changemaker award.  

The Baltimore City Health Department (BCHD) created this award as a way of recognizing those who join in the fight against youth violence. “I hope that our Changemakers will inspire people across our city to create positive change in their communities,” said Mayor Rawlings-Blake. “As we continue to aggressively pursue efforts to reduce youth violence, we must focus on promoting the potential we each have to make our city safer."
With the Baltimorphosis awards, the Health Department’s Office of Youth Violence Prevention recognizes individuals who make choices to benefit the community.  “Violence is a public health issue. It has an enormous impact on the health and wellness of individuals, especially our youth,”said Dr. Wen. “We hope that other youth and adults will be inspired to join our call to end youth violence.” 

Selected by a committee, this year’s award recognizes 12 individuals making strides toward youth violence prevention in Baltimore:
Adults:

Jose Portillo – Mr. Portillo has demonstrated great leadership in the program, “Mi Espacio.” He is a supporter of police officers, and promotes more accountability in law enforcement with the hopes of reducing racism, violence and protecting youth in his community.

David Harris – Mr. Harris is the President and Founder of the community-based group “#reconstruct #rebuild” out of the Center for Grace-Full Living in McElderly Park. When he is not monitoring the halls at Patterson High School, “Coach Dave,” organizes and coaches basketball tournaments in which his aim is to change the lives of young people through coaching and mentorship.
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Zeevelle Nottingham-Lemon – Ms. Nottingham-Lemon is the Assistant Director of the Choice Program. This year, she has taken the initiative to make violence prevention the focus of the annual “Youth in Action” event, which engages youth to participate in impacting their community. 

Ali Smith – For over 10 years, Mr. Smith has been the Executive Director of the Holistic Life Foundation, whose focus is to teach yoga and mindfulness as a tool to combat violence in Baltimore and empower communities. 
Also being honored are 8 youth:

Krystal Moore Nicks - Krystal is a 5th grade student who took the teasing and bullying she experienced into her own hands by speaking out about the issue rather than keeping quiet. She started her efforts by making flyers to deter name-calling, researching bullying, taking surveys, creating worksheets to promote kindness and was allowed by teachers to address her peers. 

Jody Mays, Jr. - Jody spends much of his time involved in empowering youth in his community.  He served as a “Youth Unlocked Youth Leader,” in which he literally cleaned the Oldtown Mall area while engaging youth in the neighborhood and encouraged their participation. 

Cortez Blackwell, Shelia Davis, Latoya Morris  and Victor Banks II - Participants in a youth-led initiative at Patterson High School entitled “Patterson 4 Peace.” The mission of the initiative is to empower students, parents, community partners and staff of the high school to build a stronger commitment to modeling tolerance, professional habits, respect and equal values for one another, while exhibiting pride in individuals, their school and the community. 
David Scott - A ninth grader at Digital Harbor High School, David Scott composed an original “rap non-violence/bullying prevention” song which was featured at Baltimore’s boxing Olympic Style Event in November 2014 before 400 attendees. 

Dawnya Johnson - At 18 years old, Dawnya has been a student leader with “The Intersection” for several years. Through her devotion to the Dream Act and a “listening campaign” in which 400 Baltimore residents were interviewed, Dawnya has advocated for education and employment opportunities as a means to end youth violence. 

The Baltimore City Health Department (BCHD) is dedicated to combating the epidemic of violence among our city’s young people through innovative public health programming and policy initiatives. These include Operation Safe Kids, Safe Streets, and Dating Matters. In addition, BCHD work closely with community stakeholders, state and local agencies, and public health experts on citywide anti-violence initiatives.
###
Follow BCHD: Website, Blog, Facebook, Twitter

